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From:
Sent: 12 June 2024 19:47
To: objectionsgfps
Cc:
Subject: Proposed Grangemouth Flood Protection Scheme - Objection on behalf of BOC 

Limited
Attachments: Letter of Objection to Grangemouth Flood Protection Scheme Final 12 June 

24(27072600.1).pdf

I attach a letter of objection on behal f of BOC Limited. I look forward to hearing fr om you on further procedure. In the   
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I attach a letter of objection on behalf of BOC Limited. 
  
I look forward to hearing from you on further procedure. In the meantime, please acknowledge safe receipt.  
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Please be aware of cyber-crime. 
We will not change bank account details during the course of a transaction.  If you are due to transfer money to Harper Macleod and have received an e-mail 
with sort code and account details you should call your Harper Macleod contact to corroborate these details.  Please use a phone number from our website 
or terms of engagement letter and not one from the same e-mail as contains the bank account details.  For other advice on protection from cyber-crime, see 
the National Cyber Security Centre website. 
 
Please consider the environment before printing this email  
 
Harper Macleod LLP is limited liability partnership regulated by the Law Society of Scotland, whose registered number is S0300331 and whose registered 
office is at The Cadoro, 45 Gordon Street, Glasgow G1 3PE, United Kingdom. Information, conclusions, opinions and/or advice contained in this message (or 
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its attachments) are not given or endorsed by Harper Macleod LLP, unless originating from Harper Macleod LLP and transmitted in the normal course of their 
business. This message (and its attachments) is confidential and subject to legal professional privilege, and may be exempt from disclosure requirements 
arising under applicable law. Use, disclosure, transmission, copying or alteration of this message (or its attachments) is strictly forbidden unless expressly 
authorised by Harper Macleod LLP. This message (and its attachments) are intended for the named addressee only. If you have received this message (or 
its attachments) in error please destroy it and all copies of it and notify the sender immediately. This message (and its attachments) have been scanned for 
viruses prior to leaving the Harper Macleod LLP network, however Harper Macleod LLP does not guarantee that this message (or its attachments) will be 
free from viruses, malicious code or such like. Harper Macleod LLP may process (including monitor) emails sent or received by it to enable it to comply with 
applicable law, operate its business, and/or to protect it or its clients.  
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Our ref: PFE/590747 
 

Chief Governance Officer 
GFPS Objections 
Falkirk Council 
The Foundry 
4 Central Boulevard 
Central Park 
Larbert 
FK4 4RU 
 
objectionsgfps@falkirk.gov.uk 

12 June 2024 

Dear Sirs 

BOC Limited 
Gas Plant at Wholeflats Road, Grangemouth, FK3 9UY 
Proposed Grangemouth Flood Protection Scheme (the “Scheme”) 
Letter of Objection 
 
We act for  BOC Limited (“BOC”), which operates the gas plant at Wholeflats Road, Grangemouth, FK3 
9UY and holds other land interests in respect of gas pipelines leading from the gas plant.  
 
On behalf of BOC, we hereby object to the Scheme for the reasons set out below. 
 
 
Details of BOC’s relevant property interests are included in the attached responses to the previous 
Requests for Information related to the Scheme.  
 
BOC supplies nitrogen gas to customers located elsewhere in and around Grangemouth by way of a 
dedicated underground gas pipeline leading from the gas plant. The route of the pipeline is shown 
coloured yellow in Figure 1 in the appendix to this letter. Figure 2 in the appendix shows a close-up of the 
relevant section of pipeline of most concern. The existing route follows the verge generally to the south 
of the carriageway of Wholeflats Road and Inchyra Road. 
 
Figure 3 in the appendix is an extract from Scheme Document (B2386100-JEC-S5-C04-XXX-DR-C-0013) 
(Cell 4 Operations Sheet 13). When compared with Figure 2 it can be seen that (i) the gas pipeline falls 
within the limit of land on which entry is required in connection with the Scheme and, moreover, (ii) the 
route of the proposed flood defence wall is very close if not identical to the route of the existing pipeline.  
 
Figure 4 in the appendix is also an extract from Scheme Document (B2386100-JEC-S5-C04-XXX-DR-C-
0013). This shows the foundations of the proposed flood defence wall extending to a depth of up to 25 
metres below existing ground levels. 
 
Given the location and nature of the proposed flood defence wall and the engineering operations which 
would be required to facilitate its installation, it would appear very unlikely that the existing pipeline could 
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co-exist with the proposed flood defence wall, at least not without significant disruption. BOC’s engineers 
are willing to engage with the engineers advising the promoters of the Scheme to establish whether such 
coexistence is possible, but for the purposes of responding to the Scheme Notice at this stage they must 
assume that co-existence is not possible and that the pipeline will require to be diverted.  
 
BOC’s engineers and property professionals are also willing to engage with promoters of the Scheme to 
establish whether there are viable options for diverting the section of pipeline affected by the Scheme.  
The most obvious diversion route would be within the verge generally to the north of the carriageway of 
Wholeflats Road and Inchyra Road. Such diversion would require BOC being granted all necessary 
consents from Falkirk Council and the Scottish Ministers, and the promoters of the Scheme meeting the 
full costs of the diversion. The diverted pipeline would also require to be fully tested and commissioned 
prior to decommissioning of the existing pipeline such that the switch over avoides interruption of supply. 
While my clients are hopeful that such a diversion may be possible, for the purposes of responding to the 
Scheme Notice at this stage my clients must assume that there is not a viable diversion. 
 
The pipeline in question provides a direct supply of nitrogen to BOC’s customers. The contracts for such 
supply contain limited allowances for outages. Disruption or prevention of supply as a consequence of 
the Scheme would result in BOC incurring significant loss of revenue and potentially breach of contract 
claims from its customers. 
 
The impact on the pipeline described above and the potential consequential operational and financial 
consequences are the most obvious adverse impact of the Scheme on BOC’s operations. BOC’s 
engineers are however still considering the details of the Scheme to establish there would be further 
impacts. BOC therefore reserve the right to make a supplementary submission in support of this objection 
should further impacts be established.   
 
We look forward to hearing from you further. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

 
Partner 
Harper Macleod LLP 
 
Direct Dial:  
Mobile:  
E-mail:  
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Appendix to Letter of Objection by BOC Gases Limited and BOC Limited 
 
Figure 1 
 

 
 
 
 
Figure 2 
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Figure 3 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 
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